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The Need
The Himalayan region of Northern India is one of 
the most spiritually-dark regions on earth. Only 
three in every 10,000 people identify as Christians. 
A ministry based solely on evangelism cannot exist 
here due to a host of reasons including an increase 
in governmental scrutiny and a need for legitimate 
reasons to enter communities. As such, the practical 
needs of the marginalized must be addressed if the 
gospel message is to take root and change lives.

The community’s obvious and most pressing need 
is for basic healthcare. With one of the highest 
populations on earth, India spends less per person 
on healthcare than any other country in the world, 
despite having some of the world’s most significant 
health needs (according to OEDC – Organizations 
for Economic Cooperation and Development). 
Access to healthcare for people with disabilities is 
virtually non-existent and is of particular concern. 

In India’s rural villages, lack of resources and 
infrastructure are only part of the problem 
hindering access to healthcare. In many places, 
traditional taboo can prevent people from… 

ENABLED HEALTHCARE

FOCUS
1.  Community Health & Development  
  serving an area of 1.5 million people 
2.  Disability Support via 15 centers
3.  Education for 160 children in 4  
  English-medium schools
4.  Employment and financial support  
  for 55 widows

VISION
To help Indians in poor, rural villages 
build healthier, longer lives full of love 
and dignity. We hope that our care will 
lead many to believe in Jesus Christ.
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…associating with a Dalit (an untouchable), a 
widow, or someone with a disability. It can even 
forbid eating, drinking, or being near them.

For example, a woman who lost her husband is in 
terrible disgrace, and must have done awful things 
in a past life to deserve to lose her husband. There 
can be an active disregard for widows and others 
who suffer due to the belief that difficult situations 
are a consequence of transgressions in a past life. 

The World Report on Disability identifies that this 
social segregation is common in the Indian 
society. Unfortunately, this often contributes to 
entrenched stigma and disadvantage. 

In Matthew 25:40, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you did for me.” Evangelism 
must be coupled with care and attention to the 
needs of the most vulnerable (in this case, the 
poor, disabled and disadvantaged in Northern 
India). In this way, Indians will begin to experience 
real and lasting life-change found in Jesus.

THE SOLUTION: ENABLED
Enabled is a faith-based health and development 
organization working in Northern India to 
respectfully empower the local community to 
consider an alternative response to their challenges 

through support, practical care, and a Christ-like 
restoration of dignity. The program managers 
have extensive experience in community 
health and development work. The program is 
emergent in design, iterating as needs arise.

Enabled currently operates across four 
platforms in 375 villages serving 1.5 million 
people. Embedded in all four programs is 
discipleship, church-planting and sharing faith.

1. Community Health & Development
2. Disability Support
3. Education
4. Widow Support

Enabled partners with 48 other health-focused 
Christian programs in Northern India, working 
together across a large spectrum to provide services 
in areas of maternity care, mental health, disability, 
and nutrition, to name a few. The organizations 
share resources, training and IT support. The 
purpose of this coalition is to maintain a shared 
vision for the region and to increase the efficiency 
of each organization.

1. Community Health
and Development
Enabled offers basic healthcare and community 
development programs to a population of 1.5 
million people in rural villages where health 
services are otherwise unavailable. Programs focus 
on topics such as primary healthcare, hygiene, 
childbirth, literacy and environmental care. 

Enabled employs 35 full-time staff and 450 
community health workers on stipend. 50 
new workers are inducted each year, and 
receive one year of medical training through 
the Christian Medical College Vellore (India’s 
#2 ranked medical college in 2016). 200 workers 
have been through this program. The other 250 
community health workers were trained using 
another, similar program. 

All of the community health workers deliver basic 
medical care and facilitate health promotion 
activities. Programs have a significant effect on 
improving health, education and literacy in villages.

Enabled also operates a Computer Training  Center. 
This center rotates between locations… 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you did for 
me.” - Matthew 25:40
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 …on a six-month cycle, and offers a curriculum 
that covers operating computers, navigating 
screens, troubleshooting, and an introduction 
to word processing, presentation and 
image processing programs. This provides 
computer literacy skills needed to acquire 
a job in an increasingly high-tech world. 

Impact Story: Mumta
Mumta lives in a mountainous village in Northern  
India. With no doctors available within a four-hour 
drive to treat her skin condition, Mumta’s health was 
slowly deteriorating.

When Enabled established a health clinic in 
Mumta’s village, the community health worker 
realized that she needed to see a specialist. Enabled 
organized transportation to a hospital, and Mumta 
had a successful surgery to remove a tumor.

2. Disability Support Services
Enabled aids those with disabilities through a 
network of 15 disability support centers. These 
centers provide children and adults with health 
education, socialization, needs assessment, therapy, 
medical equipment, and much more. The goal is to 
offer dignity to disabled people and their families—
an alternative to the typical response of rejection.

Furthermore, Enabled works with families, local 
churches, and communities to reimagine the 
relationships between disabled people and the 
rest of their communities, oftentimes redirecting 
the life trajectory of those who are disabled.

Impact Story: Meena

Meena is a six-year-old girl living in a mountain 
village in Northern India. Meena was diagnosed 
early in her life with cerebral palsy, which caused 
her to have difficulty walking and learning.

Enabled has supported Meena with physiotherapy 
treatments and provided her with a walker. Now she is 
improving and able to walk around using a walker—a 
total life change. Enabled continues to help with her 
mobility and now provides assistance with her education.

3. Education
Enabled has established three Christ-centered 
schools in response to community request 
for access to education using the English 
language in all of the curriculum. English-
medium schools have the potential to give 
children from underprivileged areas greater 
opportunity to find a pathway out of poverty. 

Schools utilize a model of teaching which 
promotes questioning and interaction, and 
they have produced a noticeable impact on the 
English literacy of both the children attending the 
school and the community at large. Currently, 
160 students attend the schools, and total 
enrollment increases by around 40 students per 
year (increasing one grade level each year).

The nature of these schools—with teachers living 
near the school buildings—creates opportunities. 
Children are able to spend time with teaching staff 
outside a formal school context to practice their 
English. Over time, older children have started 
to seek out the teachers for career and college 
advice. Some also attend informal Bible studies 
held by school faculty and staff on weekends.
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Impact Story: Elma

Elma is a five-year-old girl living in a remote 
Northern Indian village. She is from a low-caste 
family with a very bleak educational future.

However, Enabled established a school which uses 
English as the primary teaching language, and for girls 
like Elma, this has the potential to open the door to 
university and to provide a pathway out of poverty.

4. Support for Widows
Enabled provides care and services for 
widowed women who are disadvantaged due 
to their social situation primarily through 
community-based savings programs 
and an income generating project. 

Currently, 35 widows are employed as 
community health workers, and 20 widowed 
women are receiving assistance through 
the income generating project, which uses 
a micro-finance model that helps widows 
establish a source of income for themselves.

Enabled also aims to work with village 
leaders to gain community support of 

these widow-focused programs to reduce 
the risk of undermining and backlash.

Impact Story: Manisha

Manisha was only 23 when her husband died. Due to 
her village customs, she was blamed for her  husband’s 
death because of the bad she must have done in her life. 
She is excluded from many village activities, has been 
stripped of most of her rights, and can never remarry.

Enabled has established a program to support 
widows like Manisha throughout dozens of villages 
in Northern India, allowing them to support each 
other, reclaim their dignity, and gain independence 
through income generating programs.

JOIN US
Pioneers is excited to play a part in building 
God’s kingdom among the most vulnerable 
and neglected people of northern India. 

Will you join us in establishing churches 
through the care and support of the sick, 
disabled, neglected and widowed?

GIVE NOW 
Give online at Pioneers.org/Enabled

Give by mail with checks payable to Pioneers. Include a separate note that directs your gift 
to the Enabled Project (account #132127). 

Mail to Pioneers at 10123 William Carey Dr. Orlando, FL 32832




