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LOOKING FOR THE TRUTH
Omar is an Iraqi Muslim with a wife and three 
kids. He lives several hours away from a Pioneers 
team that serves Arab refugees. After connecting 
with Pioneers workers through social media, Omar 
agreed to meet a few of them in person. Our 
missionary and several local Arab Christians visited 
his home and were asked to share the message of 
Jesus with Omar’s whole family. They discussed 
the theme of sacrifice throughout Scripture, 
culminating with the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Everyone in the room listened intently to 
every word, and both Omar and his wife prayed 
to receive Christ. They immediately felt a sense of 
peace and eagerly spoke about another friend who 
would be open to hearing of their newfound faith.

God is reaching Muslims who are facing difficult 
circumstances. Now in its seventh year, the civil war 
in Syria has displaced more than 11 million people. 
Conflicts in Iraq have devastated millions more. 
There are no doubt countless people like Omar 
waiting for the love and truth found in Jesus.
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Pioneers missionaries and partners throughout 
the Middle East, Europe and the United States 
have answered the call to care for these hurting, 
vulnerable people. Beginning in 2013, Pioneers 
teams have organized and put forth relief efforts 
to meet the needs of the refugee communities 
forming around them. With the help of people like 
you, we have received over $442,000 in donations 
toward this effort! 

The map above shows general areas in which 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees received aid and care 
from Pioneers teams. 

The total number of refugees served has eclipsed 
30,000! Each of these people is on his or her own 
journey of discovering the Truths of Christ, and we 
are grateful to be able to play a part in unveiling 
some of that truth to them. In the following pages 
are snapshots of what God is doing in the lives of 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees.

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 
HOLISTIC RELIEF PROGRAM  
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
A Pioneers missionary couple name Sam and 
Andrea dreamt for years of bringing the gospel 
message to Syrian Muslims in Syria. They spent a 
few years living there but did not see much fruit. 
Then the Syrian civil war broke out and they had to 
leave the country. They and their children settled 

in a neighboring country. They were frustrated 
that the dream they spent years working for had 
suddenly vanished.

Then Syrians—from their former neighborhood in 
Syria—began showing up as refugees in their city. 
But now these Syrian Muslims were very open to 
hearing about the gospel!

Sam and Andrea immediately sprang into action, 
launching the Syrian Refugee Relief Program 
in 2013. Coordinating with local Arab Christian 
churches, their team built a holistic ministry that 
constantly evolves to meet the pressing refugee 
needs at hand. Care and relief has included food 
and basic supplies assistance, healthcare, children’s 
sports programs, prenatal care, newborn kits for 

Refugee boys like these are grateful to experience the love 
of Jesus as they receive crucial material aid and assistance.

Pioneers teams 
around the world 
meet the tangible, 
spiritual, and 
emotional needs 
of Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees through 
creative means 
including art 
therapy, childrens 
camps, dentistry, 
vocational training, 
English language 
tutoring and more.
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mothers, art therapy, school supplies provision, 
mental health counseling, parenting training, a 
fresh produce initiative and much more. 

To date, well over 10,000 refugees have been 
served through this ministry! Moreover, this 
ministry has evolved into a sort of regional training 
hub where over 120 local Christians have been 
equipped and commissioned as church planters 
in seven different geographic locations around the 
world. Seventy Bible study groups with Muslim 
refugee families have been started, and scores of 
families have put their faith in Jesus!

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 
MISSIONARY/ARAB WORLD 
MEDIA PARTNERSHIP
Sam, the missionary who started the holistic 
ministry mentioned above, became an industry 
leader for establishing relief efforts among Arab 
refugees. As the tide of refugees shifted over the 
past few years, he felt God leading him to a major 
cosmopolitan city at the crossroads of Europe 
and Asia. There were hundreds of thousands of 
refugees who now lived there, but nobody who 
spoke enough Arabic to reach them. So, following 
God’s leading, he moved his family there last year, 
transferring his initial ministry into the leadership 
of local Christians.

He now partners with Arab World Media to follow 
up with refugees who connect with workers 
over digital media. We hear story after story of 
Muslims searching for the Truth using the relative 
anonymity of the internet. They connect with Arab 
World Media response workers to ask questions 
and uncover the Truth. Then they arrange to meet 
a Christian in person. This is where Sam comes 
in. He and a few Arab church planters from back 
where he began his ministry travel to meet with 
these spiritually-open Muslims in public places 
like cafés and answer questions they have about 
Jesus, the Bible, and more. Sam has even had the 
extraordinary opportunity to personally lead two 
former Islamic jihadists to Christ! 

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 
WORLD RELIEF GERMANY 
PARTNERSHIP
Several Pioneers workers partner with like-minded 
organizations that are deeply involved in serving 
refugees. One such missionary named Henry 
coordinates a team from World Relief Germany 
(WRG) to provide a soccer program for refugee 
girls in a Middle Eastern country.

Refugee girls in poor immigrant neighborhoods 
face numerous challenges. Not only are they 
marginalized due to their “outsider” status, but they 
lack access to safe spaces and opportunities to meet, 
play and develop. 

In response to this need, Henry and his team 
partnered with 20 schools to set up a soccer league 
specifically for girls. Now, over 150 girls have an 
outlet to engage and grow! They receive coaching 
and mentoring that transcends the soccer field—
these relationships will alter the course of their 
lives forever. 

For example, one 15-year-old girl named Sumaia 
wrote a letter to her teacher (who was also her 
soccer coach). In her letter, she explained that she 
decided to stop coming to school because she was 
ashamed of her poor grades. She said that quitting 
the soccer team and her school made her very sad. 

Refugee children have experienced violence and trauma. 
Soccer is a healthy outlet for them to play and grow.
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Because the teacher/coach developed a trust 
relationship through this program, she decided to 
visit Sumaia at her house. She and two of Sumaia’s 
other teachers all promised to support her if she 
would change her mind. Sumaia is now back in the 
classroom and on the soccer team, studying hard 
with the help of her teachers. She shared that now 
she feels valued and has self-confidence.

LOOKING FORWARD
Hassan has been through several ups and downs 
in his faith journey, involving depression, pressure 
from his family, and varying levels of commitment 
to Christ. But when a Pioneers team connected 
with him, they were encouraged to discover that 
he is standing strong in his faith despite heavy 
pressure from family members connected to 
militant groups. One of his brothers is the founder 
of an Islamic extremist group in Syria. This brother 
is trying to bring Hassan back to Islam, but Hassan 
is not shrinking back in his faith.

Hassan shared that he recently dreamt of his 
extremist brother crying out to God, saying, “I am 
a sinner, I am a sinner, I need help, I need help.” 

Pioneers is encouraged to be a part of God moving 
among Syrian and Iraqi refugees. Our missionaries 
could not share the tangible message of Christ’s 
love without the support of our many partners. 
Other Pioneers ministries that have benefitted 
from the support of the Victims of War initiative 

include immigration services in the Pacific 
Northwest, camps and services for refugee children 
in Southern California, a dental clinic in the 
Middle East and English language and occupational 
training in Mediterranean Europe. 

As Hassan’s story shows, we must continue to pray 
fervently and share the gospel message to all who 
will hear. Through our servant hearts—yours and 
ours—we trust that God will draw more Syrian and 
Iraqi Muslims into His kingdom!

GIVE NOW

Give online at Pioneers.org/Victims

Give by mail with checks payable to 
Pioneers. Include a separate note that 
directs your gift to the Victims of War 
project (account #151214). Mail to:

Pioneers
10123 William Carey Drive
Orlando, FL 32832

Contact us if you have any questions 
about the Victims of War project or the 
work of Pioneers around the world:

407-581-7311 // development@pioneers.org

Converts to Christianity face incredible pressure from Muslim 
family members to revert back to Islam.
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